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A corner of
Andrew Gn's
new Paris
apartment.
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Looks from
the fall/
winter 2015
collection by
Andrew Gn.
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HOW DOES THE FASHION SET LIVE AWAY
FROM THE ATELIER? IT TURNS OUT THEY
DEMONSTRATE AS MUCH CREATIVITY AND
INGENUITY IN HOW THEY SHAPE THEIR HOMES
AS THEY DO IN THEIR WORK, AND THEIR
CHOICES RANGE FROf\1SLEEK URBAN
APARTMENTS TO RUSTIC CABINS. THAT'S WHAT
WE CELEBRATE IN OUR ANNUAL FASHION
ISSUE- THE WAY THESE TALENTS BRING THEIR
UNIQUE PERSONAL STYLE HOME.
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Spare and refined or luxe and lavishly
appointed- a master bath can be the
must refre "hing room.in tl1e house

Where to find it
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Boxes w •r by of precious j e,vels

150 APPRAIS,AL

In his brief but intense car e.r. Robert
Lallem ant brot1ght Jazz Age energy
and p1zzazz :to c · ran1i ~s. By Ian Phillips
155 TOOLBOX

Smart products for stylish homes
DESIGN SOLUTIONS
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For his Berlin ap· rttn it, .rch i.tect

Micha 1 Albert par s his style down to
the t11inimum. By Michael Lassell
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DAN l EL'S DISH
1

.A utulnn

squash n.o

,n ly ft v ,r · ne\\r

t ke n ri "'O o, i al o makes a dra
matic serving vessel. By Daniel Boulud
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COOL, CALM .& COLLEC'TED

In his new Paris apartment, fashion
d sign r Andr 1vv Gn finds a differ n
,vay to indulge and . ho'\ivcas _hi
pass ion f. r c ,1leeting. BJ Ian Phillips
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Dawn load Digi ma.re Discove,· for

your mobile device~
Position your dev1 ce four to s1x

inches above a page with he E E
DECOR Dig1mare sym bot and let
your camera focus anywhere on
t he designated image.

When you hear a chime, your Web
browse will open directly on the
indicated video, slides ow, or link.
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188 AGAINSTTHECURRENT

Sty le s ribc Am ine Collin · · ,·ca c
,,,, -' h h -r f mi 1. 0 a la~d-ba I r ' offbea ' t
and colo·- ful w ·. nd omc on i he"·
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Digimarc Discover is free down load that
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is compat ibl with th 1Phone (models 3GS
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and higher}. the iP d (version 2 or l ter).
and the fourth - generation i.Pod Touch as
well a Android devices.
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FAC ING PAGE: New York fashion designer

Giovanna Randall, in front of a painting by
Guillame Paturel, in the living room of her
family's Greenwich Village apartment, wh ich
was designed by Fawn Galli. THIS PAGE: The
living room features custom -made sofas,
upholstered in a velvet by Rose Cumming,
1950s Swedish floor lamps, a 1960s cocktail
table, and a neon work by Ivan Navarro over
a Louis XVI marble mantel; the vintage
sconces are by J .T. Kalmar, and the antique
rug is Persian. For details, see Resources.
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DREAMING

A11 apa.rtn1e11t in a
stately Gree11wicl1 Village biiildi11g
is trans_forn1ed i11to a J>arisia11
fantasy ofyouth:fu.l energy llnd joie de vivre

wl1e11.fasl1io11 designer
Giova1111a Ra11dall tean1s
up with a lci11dred spirit, decorator
Fciwri Galli
TEXT by l NC; RJD A BR A 1\rfOVJTCH
PT:IOTOGRAPfl)' by V\I JLLIAt\1 WALDRON
PROD U(:EDbytvJ JE K E TE !V HAVE
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A WEEK BEFORE her second child, Estella, \-Vas born last spring,
fashion designer Giovanna Randall \-Vas feeling restless. "You kno\-V
that adrenaline burst you get at the end of your pregnancy?" she
says. "So I decided to th ro"'' a dinner party."
She and her husband, Eric Lau fer, quickly dispatched an invitation
to friends, "'' ho arrived at the couple's freshly decorated apartment
in New York's Greenwich Village to find their nine-n1onths
pregnant hostess preparing an entire meal from scratch, including,
as a grand finale, a hon1emade pie that she pulled fron1 a striking
cream enamel Lacanche double range.
For Randall, who designs couture and bridal fashions under her
label Honor, food is much more than sustenance: It's a source ofdeep
pleasure and a metaphor for everything she touches. "I've a lways
said I \-Vant 1ny fabrics to be good enough to eat," she says. "I feel that
\-Vay about everything. I ,vant 1ny home to look tasty."
Trained as an opera singer, she is an exuberant personality who is
equally enthusiastic ,vhether discussing her passion for fairy tales
and candy or her devotion to Oscalina, the family's three-legged cat.
It took time to find an interior designer "''ho could channel herplayful
vision into a functiona l fa1nily home. "I intervie,ved several people,"

The living room's vintage
stools are cove red in
a Neisha Crosland fab ric,
t he painting is by Agnes
BarleY.!.-S1ll.d. t he cur~1ns are
of a Jfm Thompson silk with
a cu~tom ombre dye. For
details, see Resyurces.

she says, "but everyone I talked to felt much too by the book."
This ,vas seven years ago, after she and her husband had purchased
a Classic Six apartment in a 1920s building overlooking Washing
ton Square Park. One day, she noticed a rnagazine article about a
young interior designer, Fawn Galli, and her whitnsical Brooklyn
hotne. Like Randall, Galli ,vas fond of fantasy, bright color, and bold
pattern. The free-spirited decorator had grown up on a hippie com1nune, then worked for Christie's auction house in its European fur
niture departn1ent. She learned her chops as a designer in the offices
of such heavy hitters as Robert A.M. Stern and Peter Marino. "Her
apartment "''as fun, quirky, ",reird, and yet glamorous," Randall says.
"And then we met, and it ,vas an instant connection."
She h ired Galli, but what happened next was far frorn instanta
neous. No sooner had orders been placed for ne"'' furn iture, fabr ics,
and even a 1narble living roo1n 1nantel, than the couple ran into t heir
next-door neighbors at a coffee shop and learned that they \-Vere
moving. So they annexed the Classic Seven next door, and a n1inor
redecoration turned into a gut renovation. Galli "''as game to begin;
her clients \'Jere not quite ready. "We kept everything in storage for
six years, during which Giovanna started her co1npany, opened a
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sho~1 room, and had a baby [daughter Nova is no,v three]," Galli says.
Meanwhile, Laufer, an aeronautical engineer, was focused on his
business developing tech no logy for the w ind-energy industry.
A year-and-a-half ago, the project finally 1noved for,,vard and the
apartments ,vere combined. Galli, ,vith the help of Randall's father,
architect Paul Randall, \>Vas entrusted ,vith transforming the plain
vanilla architecture into a space dripping with old-world charac
ter. They spent four months dra~ringmock-ups of Parisian-inspired
moldings, ,vhich \,Vere transfor1ned into decorative plasterwork by
artisans at Ne,v York's EverGreene studio. The painstaking process
,vas hindered by the nine-foot-high ceilings, ,vhich lacked the hau
teur of their Right Ba nk counterpa rts . "I wanted it to look like an
apartment designed by Haussmann," Randa II says, "but ,ve kept bat
tling ,,vith proportions. Everything had to be 1nade smaller."
Each week, Randall ~,ould meet ,vith Galli and her design team to
revie,v options, and the visuals ,vould invariably set her i1nagination
on fire. vVhen a batch of fabric samples ,vas proffered for the living
room curtains, she was suddenly reminded ofG~1en Stefani's ombre
,vedding d ress. She connected Ga lli ,,vith a fas hion resource, ,,vhich
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was able to dip-dye a set of white silk curtains in a hot pink-and
purple pattern reminiscent of the pop singer's go,vn. And ,vhen she
saw a pin k si lk ,val Ii n a friend's hon1e in San Francisco, she ordered
up a damask version for her dining roo1n in a favor ite color, e1nerald.
Fashion finds its way into n1any decorative details in the hon1e,
from the guest roon1 ceiling, where t he plaster pattern was copied
from an Honor print resembling a Moroccan screen, to the dining
room's lace curtains, to pillo,vs that ~,ere covered in fabric cut from
sequined 1980s dresses. And it ,vorked both ,vays, ,vith architectural
details turning up in Randall's fashion designs, such as a collection
ofembossed-neoprene clothing inspired by plaster moldings.
Both Gall i and her client let their creat ivity run ,,vild, no 1natter
ho,,v con1plicated the id ea or its execution. A door,vay has a plaster
frieze featuring the in1age of Oscalina, the adored house cat. And
when Galli proposed writing out a poe1n in braille in nailheads on
the powder room's pink leather walls, Randall instantly responded,
"Brilliant. Let's do it." She immediately kne,v which poem she
,vanted. "We did page after page ofEd,vard Lear's The Owl and the
Pussy-Cat in brai lle," Gal li says. "It took two ~1eeks to install." ■
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In Randall's dressing room, 1970s sconces
by Philippe Lambert flank an 1820 Austrian
gilt mirror above a Louis)<VI fireplace; the
walls are upholstered in a fabric by Abigail
Borg. FACING PAGE: The master bedroom's
bed, nightstand, console, and bedding are
all custom made by Fawn Galli Interiors,
the 1950s Royere chair is covered in a
Dedar fabric, and the 1960s ceiling fixture
is German; the curtains are of a Larsen silk,
the tiebacks are by P.E. Guerin, and t he
walls are painted in Farrow & Ball's All
White. For details, see Resources.
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