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French Furniture at its Best
A

 new
 exhibition spotlights the glam

orous w
orks of M

aison Leleu
W

ritten by M
ichael B

oodro

M
aison Leleu, the French design firm

 founded by Jules Leleu, achieved international fam
e in the 

1920s and ’30s, becom
ing synonym

ous w
ith A

rt D
eco at its m

ost refined and luxurious. B
ut the 

com
pany continued to produce furnishings for decades after W

orld W
ar II, under the direction of 

Jules’s tw
o sons, A

ndré and Jean. A
 stunning exhibition of furniture and lighting at M

anhattan’s 
M

aison G
erard proves that even as the firm

 adapted to m
odernity—

incorporating m
aterials such as

alum
inum

, glass, steel, and fiberglass into its pieces—
it never lost its exquisite sensibility or 

signature understated elegance. In the new
 era, function m

ay have dictated form
, but it could never 

banish beauty at M
aison Leleu. 

“M
aison Leleu: Post-W

ar D
esign,” through July 1, M

aison G
erard, m

aisongerard.com
. 

http://www.maisongerard.com/
http://www.elledecor.com/
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