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1'1111,<' 1'1r11 r ,,I \h•n '"'• .111.I 1111 
,:111 11.in..k,t .llkl ,,.11111,: ill<' .11111111, 

""' .r 1hc- I h • l'.,lt,.-~ ,h.- ,j, 
I• , ,, , hil,lt 11 \ n.lr , l'.1111!', und 
\I \IJ\ p-.1n,h 11llC'1 k.111,111 "'"l I 

Ill 1hc:- lumh l,u,mc" ul,1111. 011 

,u,h .1ml-cn..1U• Jmlf<'I' , I , r J, 
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,1ffi, 11 lo<:ncu \l!,vc>n I cku lur 
niiurc 1nJ J 1~11, .t,,rnc,.l homn 
an unJ the" ,rl.l. m, ludmi: rm .11 
rc--,J, n- ln<-n n .1!,rupth do""'I, 
"i-r~ 

\., .1 ,h,IJ \ lc, ,.1 .1uc:r1c,.I the 
,1,,n~ L• 1u,1 1lu1, t,,r ,1 .:.11<-cr. ,he 
\\ffll mm the rlurnu.;ronc.1111klU\ 

U\ But m hc:r euh 1h1m~ ,he \\On 
JereJ. \\'h, d,J .1 comp.im .1, 1u, 
,c:,c,tul L' \l,11<0n Ldeu ,hut 1i
~ \\1Ul0Ut <0 mu,h .1> J "h"pc:r: 

'-o one m her fam,I\' h.1d rhe Jl\51\C:rs 
her ~nndf.11her d,cd bc:furc: ~he 1u1 born , 

,o AJ~.1 be,,-~ cr.1,king Jo" n former \fa,. 
<On Ldeu c:mplo,ce i nd pi«mg together m 
unlommJie fate: In I%9 the 11uh o( Iran h,rc:d 
\l.u<0n Ldeu 10 cre.11e an m1u.llauon ar Persc
polis cdcbraang the 2.500th ann,wrs.iry o(the 
found mg oithe Persian Empire. Ir was 10 be: a 
grand alfair- Lln\ln designed rhc royal staff 
umform1-and Lelcu f'(nt th rc:e , ears rc:ahz
mg a plend,d display o( • 1 rents. Bur the shah 
ne\'1:r p31d the bill.and. with the Iranian Re\'O
luaon imfl(ndmg. he would nC\er be: able 10. 
:-.1a1son Lcleu shunered to arn1d bankrup1cy. 

-The marrer was silenced: Alexia says. 
" \\ny that 1s ,, ill remain a forgot ten secret 
with my grandparents. All I was able 10 dis
CO\'Cr is that they wc:re devasured. They closed 
the workshop on Rue aim- abm in Pans 
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/U<11.. l.el,,u rtf✓< 1'1d II , 11,nI.deli, rr,e W
fOVfldlld Ir(~... , gr~ g<W"1fjjfJ.e, Jvlft from lr,p 

14,;-N 'ld,Mnt of IA- lelw '"'''''"'• ,n t(Jf'.>ma tff 
G M G,uktnnd IA- Ge,e,d tloene"'y r--«! 
Coci, IIOf1, Jvl9• with t toor i.n tnd l.ttdtt 

.,nd 1lirc·w r,tryrl11ng awaf. 
C)r ,,o rht-y rh,,ughr Alnoa w.n ahle ,,, 

l11tJlt her grra1 grrnd(arhcr, 1ecret.1ry 
f n11~•111e 'iinr.x, m 2017,and ,he U) "afirr 
"C\UJI m1cmcv,-. ... uh f u~onc, ht" rn-e.ilcd 
a M".cm:' <,,nn h.vl gone through rhe i;arw., 
Inn, and ulHgccl alm•J\I rhe cnure archnc: 

•~h, g;i,c me C\Tr)lhmg he ha I 
(Jhno, ... allpafl(n, arpcn /ur 

:; 

nuure, ,~.crchn I knew I h.ul 
11, b11n1; lmon l.cleu ~d: 
1,, Iii,:' : 

In 201H, Aleua rr11pcned :. 
rht hou\C arul d11<•1Vt"red rhar 
rhe ,..,,rid w.n morr rhan 
r,11 Im.on 1.clc-u', return In 
111\t rAo )~" ,ht" h,n pmncd 
a n"" i;cncratron of wi:11 
hec:lcd clrcnn IVMH < n 

ltr ( lar dgc',, along,.. uh a:khnt a 
:.1nd11Jmg"one ofrhc: Kanfa,hran 11\

u:r\," Alona \J}'I c,,yly "' far rAo ICf10 

of rug\ ha\T h«n rc:lr,nc:d and 1hr, 
}C:~r ,he laund1cd hun11urc: and l1g.h1 

1ni;lnllec11t,n!I I \'l:f}lhmi: 11 mc:ucu 
lrnnl) pr11.!11ccd m limned rrl111,,m, 
\\llh hapc,tc: olfmngl for her clrcnu 
Aln1a n prclrng nght up where: her :: 
grrn<lpJrcnt\ ldi ulf,and half a crn : 
tury l.11cr MJ11on 1.cleu II gt111ng 1hc : 
h.1ppy cndmg 11 al\\~)" dtxn.t'J &e 
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