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N rowing up in Paris, Alexia Lelea s
tened o stories about the fantasn
cal Mason Leleu, an intenor design

and turniture house tounded by her great
grandtather Jules Leleu and his brother Mar
cel i 1910, *Our dinners were punctuated
\\llll Il\\ulllh s of outhtung the prv L1 O L
idences of President Fisenhower
Prince Pierre of Monaco, and Bn
gitee Bardot, and crathing the dining
oo the Elvsee Palace! she says
) s children Andeé, Paule, and
\lexia's grandtather Jean all worked
in the tamuly business, aking on
such ambinious projects as luxurious
ocean hiners and the United Nauons
office 1n Geneva. Maison Leleu tur
niture and designs adorned homes
around the world, including royal
restdences. Then it abruptly closed,
in 1973

As a child Alexia accepred the
stories as just that; for a career, she
went into the pharmaceutical indus
trv. But in her early thirtes she won-
dered, Why did a company as suc
cessful as Maison Leleu shut its
doors without so much as a whisper?

No one in her family had the answers

her grandfather died before she was born),
so Alexia began tracking down former Mai-
son Leleu employees and piecing together its
unfortunate fate: In 1969 the shah of Iran hired
Maison Leleu to create an installation at Perse-
polis celebrating the 2,500th anniversary of the
founding of the Persian Empire. It was to be a
grand affair—Lanvin designed the royal staff
uniforms—and Leleu spent three years realiz-
ing a splendid display of 51 tents. But the shah
never paid the bill, and, with the Iranian Revo-
lution impending, he would never be able to.
Maison Leleu shuttered to avoid bankruptcy.
“The matter was silenced.” Alexia says.
“Why that is will remain a forgotten secret
with my grandparents. All I was able to dis-
cover is that they were devastated. They closed
the workshops on Rue Saint-Sabin in Paris
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Aloxia Leleu revived Maison Leleu, the business
founded by her great-grandfather Jules, From top
New editions of Maison Leleu furniture in rooms by
Glenn Gissler and Maison d; the newly released
Coco sofa; Jules with his sons Jean and André

and threw everything away”
‘ |

Or so they thought. Alexia was able to

locate  her great-grandfather ecretan
Francoise Siriex, in 2017, and, she says, “after
several interviews with Frangoise, she revealed

a secret” Siriex had gone through the ¢

bins and salvaged almost the entire archive
“She gave me everything she had
fabrics, '.‘.A“‘nf Crs

niture, sketches. | kn

to bring Maison L

to life”
In 2018, Alexia re

the house and discovered that

the world was more than r
for Maison Leleu's return, In

just two years she has garnered

a new generation of well
heeled ‘_‘n‘ nt LVMH, Can

priti

ier, Clanidge’s, along with ce
including “one of the Kardashian si

ters. Alexia says covly. So far rtwo sernies
of rugs have been released, and this
year she launched furniture and light

ing collections. Everything is meticu

lously produced in limited edinon
with bespoke offerings for her client
Alexia is picking right up where her
grandparents left off, and half a cen
tury later Maison Leleu is getting the

happy ending it always deserved. nac
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